40 CENTS 


Rotsinies 
Research 


BUILT-IN GAS OVENS 
AND SURFACE UNITS : 


Rackets that bloom in the spring 


Oven cleaners—some good, some not so good 


What about automobile seat belts? 
Old paint; Painting concrete 2s 
1957 Buick Special 5 


Mercury Monterey 


Oldsmobile Super 88 


COMPLETE CONTENTS 
ON INSIDE FRONT COVER 





CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN 


WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY 


THE MAGAZINE THAT GUIDES CONSUMER BUYING 


MARCH 1957+ VOL. 39*NO. 3 


What’s in this issue Off the editor’s chest 


Oven cleaners 


A plastic toy for the baby 


Misrepresentatior 


Built in gas cooking units Part |! 
Caloric, Chambers, f rence, Kenmor 
Welbitt 
The way we wash our clothes 


Water temperature affects wrinklir 


1957 Mercury, Oldsmobile, and Buick 


Test results and ratings of these 
Automobile safety belts 


Problems of the home painter 


Paint from old eto 


Two ‘‘dog bone’’ wrenches for the home workshop 


FEATURES 


Off the editor's chest Rackets that bloom in the spring 
The Consumers’ Observation Post 

Brief cumulative index 

Ratings of Motion Pictures 


Phonograph Records ti 


Consumers Research is a profit inet 
tution it is organized and operates as a 
scientific technica and educational serv 
onsumers it has ¢ onnections 
advertising; its support 

from the onsumers wh 


neumers Resear ulletins 


Scientifi 

associates 

Aten, M. C. Phillips Hinek, F. x 
Hinek, Lioyd Chariton onald M. Berk 
and A. RK. Greenies ' ial Assistants 
Mary f Roberts, 8. Beam and Ellen J 
Synde Business Manager: C. 0. Cornist 





OS avem @resetieeesle sctan @ leo uts-tale)eie west! 


STATION WAGONS are becoming increasingly popular What with large: 
families and country shopping centers, "Suburbans" are much in demand The 
Wall Street Journal noted that in 1955 station wagons accounted for 12 per 
cent of total sales of the low-priced three automobiles, but in 1957 more 
than 20 percent of the cars sold in the lowest price bracket are expected 
to be station wagons 

> * . 

THE FLAVOR OF CANNED VEGETABLES is adversely affected in some cases by 
insecticides used on the foliage or present in the soil in which they were 
grown Taste tests conducted by K. G. Weckel, John Birdsall, and R. K 
Chapman at the University of Wisconsin indicated that lindane in the soil 
was responsible for poor flavor of canned carrots, onions, and potatoes 
but it apparently had no adverse effect on flavor when it was applied to 
the foliage of potatoes Chlordane on foliage produced an off-—flavor in 
canned onions, and affected the flavor of canned potatoes when used in the 
soil The taste of canned snap beans and tomato juice appeared to be un- 
affected by the insecticides The most sensitive of all canned vegetables 
were found to be canned pumpkins, sauerkraut, and beets 

7 * J 

CARPETS, like automobiles, can be handled on a trade-in basis, reports 
Retailing Daily Market studies made by a carpet mill and a trade associa- 
tion indicated that a trade-in offer is not only effective in promoting 
sales of new carpet, but the used merchandise can be conditioned for resale 
in a large percentage of cases The trade-in offer was found to be pa! 
ticularly popular with families who were moving to another location where 
their carpets, though still usable, were unsuitable for one reason o1 
anothe! 

J * I 

REMOVAL OF SUPERFLUOUS HAIR on the face by the use of home electroly- 
Sis equipment was reported unsuccessful in the case of a patient of a Brit- 
ish physician In a letter to the British Medical Journal, the doctor 
noted that the apparatus caused "pain and some pit marks," but no loosening 
of the hairs In reply, the editor pointed out that failure of electroly- 
sis was undoubtedly due to a lack of skill on the part of the operator and 
that it was essential for the needle to be placed accurately into the hair 
follicle without undue force or the treatment would cause slight scarring, 
without affecting the hair The advice applies equally well to home elec 
trolysis treatments in the U.S 

* * > 

BAKERS in northern Maine, New York, and Michigan are seeking legisla 
tive relief from Congress because they are suffering from competition with 
Canadian bread It appears that Canadian bakers buy wheat at $1] per hun 
dredweight less than the U.S. price-supported grain and can therefore sell 
bread at retail for less than the U.S. wholesale price 3read now come: I 
duty free, and the American Bakers Association has petitioned Congress 
do something about the situation to keep U.S onsumers from buying the 
cheaper Canadian bread 

* > >. 

EXTENSIVE DERMATITIS OF THE HANDS was suffere: New Hampshire 
physician’s patient whenever she ime in contact with rinated wate! 
hypochlorites, and other chlorine bleaching compound: He reported that 
the condition seemed to clear up when she moved to an area with an unch!l 
rinated water supply He noted that free chlorine can + removed by boil 
ing or by allowing water to stand in a tub or dishpan night, but obvi 
ously this is hardly a practical method for the woman who washes dishes: 
clothes, or takes a hot bath 
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TAFFETA DRESSES sometimes lose their crispness in dry cleaning The 
National Institute of Drycleaning has called the attention of its members 
to the fact that loom-finished taffetas may also become limp where spots 
and stains have been removed Recently the Institute alerted its members 
to difficulties with a new type of taffeta which loses crispness when fin- 
ished with steam and which loses stiffness noticeably with each successive 
cleaning It is impossible for a dry cleaner to predict just how a par- 
ticular taffeta will perform, and consumers will be well advised to get 
some kind of guarantee from the shop where the garment is purchased that 
may be returned for full credit if it does not dry clean satisfactorily 


* * * 


AN UNUSUAL CASE OF LEAD POISONING affecting a man and his wife in an 
Eastern city has been reported by the American Medical Association The 
symptoms were diagnosed with some difficulty first in the husband and then 
in his wife After hospital treatment, both showed improvement The wife 
returned home, but in little more than a week was forced to go back for 
treatment Both eventually made a satisfactory recovery, but were somewhat 
puzzled over what had been the cause of their trouble Investigation fin- 
ally disclosed that one possible cause was some brightly colored highball 
glasses recently purchased that had been used for drinks several times a 
week Tests of the glasses using a solution of 20 percent alcohol in water 
showed 11 mg. of lead per sample in the st test; 7 mg. of lead in the 
second; and 3 mg. of lead in the third 

* * * 

POWER LAWN MOWERS are n considered as essential for the well-run 
suburban place as an electric refrigerator or vacuum cleaner The rotary 
type, which is the more popular, is often dangerous and has been the cause 
of a number of serious accidents, even fatalities safety precautions for 
use issued by the Institute for Safer Living of the American Mutual Liabil- 
ity Insurance Company stress the importance of raking the lawn before using 
1 rotary mower to eliminate stones, wire, or other debris that might in- 
flict a serious blow when flung by the whirling blades The user should 
keep pace with the mower at all time: He should never let children play 
around it when it is in moti leave the motor running with the clutch 
disengaged The Lawn Mower stitute, which is concerned with the problem 
of safety involved in the use of its members’ products, has not only set up 
i program of users’ education, but has also sponsored the development of a 
code of safety standards for lawn mowers under the guidance of the American 
Standards Association Where there is special need for the greatest pos- 
sible safety, pagticularly when there are a number of children in the fanm- 
ily, it is CR’s recommendation that the reel-type rather than the rotary- 
type of mower begselected (Reel mowers may cause accidents, but such ac- 
cidents are of relatively infrequent occurrence 

* * . 

RUG AND CARPET ADVERTISING should clearly disclose fiber content 
That’s the suggestion of the Cincinnati Better Business Bureau, which also 
urges that the percentage content of each fiber of a multiple-fiber rug be 
given When only one fiber is mentioned, the Bureau holds that the con- 
sumer has a right to expect that the rug is made entirely of that fiber 
The Bureau reports that in Cincinnati the terms "viscose" and "tweed" have 
been much misused in carpet advertising 

> * > 

ATTRACTIVE BOTTLES AND PACKAGES, AS WELL AS VENDING MACHINES FOR DRUGS 
are frowned upon by the Committee on Toxicology of the American Medical As- 
sociation The Committee pointed out that devices intended to tempt chil- 
dren to accept drugs as something other than medicine may have unfortunate 
consequences, and criticized a clown-shaped medicine bottle, the promotion 
of vitamin pills as sweets, and the distribution of aspirin by vending 
machines Since such machines operate unattended, the Committee noted that 
there is danger the children may confuse the aspirin-dispensing device with 
machines that dispense gum and candy 

The continuation of this section is on page 33) 


4 e CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ MARCH, 1057 





Oven cleaners 


THE ADVENT of the new spray-on oven cleaner 
has added several new names to the list of clean 
ers sold for getting rid of the thick greasy coating 
in gas and electric ovens Oven cleaners have 
become quite popular with the housewife, be 
instances they have enabled her 


hard 


reasonable amount of time 


cause in man’ 
for the first time to remove the tough, 
brown coating with 
and effort. Removing this coating from the sur 
faces of an oven, caused by yrease from broiling 
and roasting meats ovet 
hard! be done by 


available in the home 


a period ol time, can 
ordinary cleaning methods 
Though an oven can bx 
closed from view, the greasy coating left in it 
will often make itself known by the smoke wh« 

it is heated This smoke may fill the kitchen 


and perhaps adjoining rooms with unpleasant 


| 
odors A clean oven is not only more ple isant 
ticularl 
ht 


to use but it is also more efficient par 
when the inside of the oven is white or 


color 


There are other methods which have bee« 
ommended for removing the burned-on gr 
One 1s to wash the oven with a dilute solutio 
household ammonia Another is to leave a 
of ammonia in a closed oven overnight 


hard 
While some of these methods 


the fumes will tend to loosen the 


coating 


CONSI 


Some work—some are not so good 


SMOOTH PASTE CLEANSER 
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ome other 
ibra 
job. The u 
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should 
celain finish 
ire readily deteriorates } i h treatment 
Several cleanet | o the hous 
wile which wall all r to clean the porcelain 
enamel surlace ith little or no 
crubbiny or min ome ol these, /ta Of 
lor example 
ol cleaners 
k iowledye 
ining 


I he most eniect 


pu té cotive 





et cloth or spore 


used ayain, unt 


hie 


repeated] and 


lean lo make t job easiet 
thorough rinsing 
Vilheyva}? has 


cloth of 


tthe 
ivi the 
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wodium 


a 


1} il ‘ 


hen such a 


is used it 


rubber 
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yuld 
ad during rims 
cle 


rhe Litti 


wear 


floor f 


the 


other 


on 
protected Not ever 
tor the ‘ 


biel 


the tinue 
hould 


ilumus ui 


evel 


iti le ol 
the mater 


hed 


import itil 


ivoid yetting 
itive hel 
It ise 
tored where ¢ hildren « tnnot pos 
the t pou 


that can burt 


or varnt 
cle inet 
find of 
ch 


the 


that an ove 


ibly 


il ove 


xtreme! 
bn 
ner 


skin 


bee! ' 


reach the package, since 
aust ilkali 
Many children have 


eating of drink 


conta i ¢ 


iy) throat 


the m 
Che 


con 


burned b spilling on 


products conta rust ilkal 


ilso, of 


the 


ive pithy ‘ 
child must 


with 


course, be kept Irom an 


tact oven surtace while it 1 illowed to 


tand time with the cleaner on it 


I hee 


eral 


lor a 


newet Spr tVeon oven cle mers are in yet 


more ind while perhaps more 


ex nsive 


convenient to apply, were found not to remove 


the more familar past 


ol 


well a 
Moreover 
which not onl 
t he 


as 


the yvrease 


the use 


cleaner required the 
involve 


but fails 


teel wool thre possibilit 


ol damaying urtace to eliminate 


crubbing rob man women would 
he ol the 
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did well is 
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like 
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}™ ol cl 
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Phe 
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ol the 


belie ve, 
How 


used 


past used ma we 


have been drow 


evel when one spra on cle inet 


the user should follow directions on the can and 
provide tor good ventilation 


the 


by all means 


otherwise mentioned in listing 


sidered objec tionabl 


I rile ss 


cleaners an odor that was not con 


the 


A. Recommended 
Meirett Inc., P.O. Box 


jar, DR keifects 
good Thick 1 d 
to tooth 


de-GREASE.-it 
16-072 


(Conn ven 


ind similar 


hat difficult to 


grease 
sistem y 


for 


40 minutes 


wore w 
Re 


praste 


effective cleansing mmended waiti 


Had an ant odor 
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{AR 


E -Otf e-Midwa 


ieffectiveness in 
woul « misistern 


Recommended » 


iting 


E-Z-EST 


Oakland 


ITS Oven Cleaner 
Y2 | idianapol ! \ } 
ad « isten¢ 
ended 


dor 


vaiting 


Korex Oven Cleaner 
Mile Road 


leat ‘ 


he rnd ile 


iting time 


Lewal’s Oven Cleaner 
kK. 32 St York 16 


grease, go 


New 
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vas difficult t 


Quick ‘n BRITE 
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Had no 
St.. West 


in remo 


29 Spring 
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Orange, N.] Ltlectivenes 


what thick, but spreads 


fair $ some 


ing 
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vhen allowed to stay on the 
When the re 
la lid did not 


listed under A. Ree 


waiting time worked 
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neore 
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mmended 
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Built-in gas cooking units 


THE PAST YEAR has seen a tremes 


popularity ol built-in cooking unit 

ine i relatively new development ind much 
mired by homemaker is mea to ¢ 
kitchen, they are widely used as tor 
promoter ’ Th ew-home developme: 
The built-ins ine ilso serving a pustificatio 
for many kitchen remodeling jobs lhere 


little doubt that) the bourslt-a equipment 
tributes 
you are one who wants vet much to keep 

consider a up-to-the 


with the Jonese you ma 


minute looking kitchen prett nearl i must 

Consumer Kesearch teels that ma horn 
maker would be well advised to mal some 
time to imvestivatl the advantages ane isadva 
taves connected with built in cooking ipphianes 


purchase We gladl 


concede that they make a much-admuired cor 


before deciding on the 


tribution to kitchen ce 
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to the modern look ot a itch ind al 


Some of the advantages claimed tor built-in 


yas OVetS ind countet top burners ire re il the 
validit ol other ile irgvuments ma be ce 
pendent upon the size of shapx ol the space 
ivailable in a kitchen and upon the work habits 
of the homemaker Certainly, the heat intro 
duced into the room by use of an oven its un 


desirable except possibly | the wintertime 
With separate built-in sections, the counter-top 
burner may be lo« ( 1 the main kitchen 
working area and the « n located apart trom it 
> that the heat vive the oven will be 
less bothersome (dn 1 the d homes 
where the oven ind broiler are much used, the 
separate arrangement may prove to be less desi 
ible than it initially appeared to be, because tt 


broiled 


items are being prepared along with food cooked 


will mean extra steps when baked of 


on surtace burners 


There is no doubt that the waist high place 





me i 1 has advai 


common oven-and-broiletr 
with the oven set low Domg awa For reasons of lack of space the « mplete re 
ved for stooping of bending whe sults of the tests and a tabulation of the various 


oven obviously saves the homemaker 
[ mishan I pear in the present article They will be in 


characteristics of the built-in units do not as 


wes the likelihood 0 
s or bur the ) ‘ cluded in Part II of this article. which will be 
published in a torth ming Oulleti Very 


ccomplishee 
' el “ brief listings by model number only are wm 
‘ disady inta. I \ | ' 
: cluded (see page 12) for the benefit of read 

considered mporta the relative 
ers who wish to make their selection belore 
pment itse lt whe tl ost 

, the more cor information is available 
dered Install 


nome ma 


yured whe 


them should be 


iriaced mate 


, i if » | to 18.000 
immber o ‘ j os , oo 
i hock haza 0 on wh ' ' i »OO00 Bru 
vyrounded n 


which ol cours 


i d ove 
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vhether or not the ! pot mad pal could stand 


over this additional heat There is also a 
juestion of what the extra heat will do. in time 
to the rt ind whether the burnet 
heads cat Some manutacturers, 
lact, have gone ¢ to using cast-iron heads 


found 


conditior ol use that the cast 


because the under many present-da 


iluminum ma 


chined head were not showing § satistactor 


durability in service As one daily paper vet 


nicel expr wel it increased speed in range 


even less necessary than in automobile 


Installation 


There ire cert | precautior which itist 


be taken in i tiallanns i cooking ipphance 


Top burners, for example, must be located at 


ile distances from combu ble materials It 
is important, therelore, that manufacturers 
struction lor installation of ar built 
apphance be followed with the 

ittentior to the cor 


Don't entrust the 
tractor and thes ibout 


onall 


rectior ire lollowed exact! 


loryet 
while the work | beige dorm that di 
ind that the mstrus 
tion ind drawings Covering the tallation are 


delivered to the contractor when the 
job finished 

Lhe minimum distances for clearance given 
manulacturet 


t bys the 


instruction are based upot 


manulacturer and also by skilled 
Association 
permitted 
thinks lhe 
bail to allow 


and to follow exa struc 


American Gia 
No im taller should M 


from these because 


etivitiect il the 
Labor itor 
to deviate 
knows how to do it better 
proper cl iahees 
tions for gas piping and electric wiring may result 


particularly d ) id cditheult 


1 common arrangement for 


lop unit 
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building 


wn eptable in 


typ Ii is also possible that local 
codes will 


stallation 


include provisions for 
N iturally, 
plied with even though their provisions may be 


think 


such codes must be com 


more stril ent 


y than the in ma’ 
ted 

It is quite important that top burner units be 
caretully leveled when installed, so that cooking 
utensils placed on them will be level. Otherwise 
fats used in {rying will flow toward the low side 
ot the pan making this cooking operation dith 
cult or unsatisfactor 


\ suyve sted 


unit S all 


iclusion ior eacn oven ind top 
i proved type shut-off valve which 
ihead of 


the pipe connections to the surface burner units 


should bn inst illed in the yas linn just 


ind ove il both use the sarne inl connection 


Ii the two units are nstalled separ itely, each 
hould be equipped with its own shut-off valve 
In either instance the valve should be readil 
ivailable i the kitchen bene ith a counter or 
tow irds the iront 1 in unconye sted « ibin lor 
example, so that the homemaker can turn off 
the yas supply to the cook ity or oven units of 
ind easil | sone intoward in 


both quickl 


cle nt of da yet requ res if 


Oven installation 
Any oven intended to be built should be pro 


vided by the manulacturer with idequate i 


sulation An oven which has been tested by the 
Ameri i Association 
carr the A.G.A. Seal of 


ufficient insulation and be so cons 


Laboratories ancl 
Approval will have 
tructed that 
the partition surfaces against which it placed 
W hile 


temperature of these surfaces allowed 


when installed will not become too hot 
the rime 1 
by the test 


standards s yenerou C onsumer 





Research found in its own tests of the ove 
i test enclosure similar to that employed | 
American Gas Association Laboratories 
surface temperatures in the enclosure were ill 
nstances well below those permitted hae 
conditions of the test employed were somewhat 
more severe than those used by the AGA 

It was found during the tests that the ho 

the partitioned enclosure 

the tests were made was, in most instan 
wall surface immediately above the ove 
it the front of the oven (the area which 
correspond to the doors of a cabinet ofte: 
ibove such an oven Che temperatures itta 
on this surface (up to 150 degrees in some case 
indicate that subscribers would be well advised 
to employ a heat-resistant finish on that pear 
ticular area 

Several studies have been made to determine 
the proper height for a built-in oven I 
report, it Was genet illy agreed that the dista 
from the kitchen floor to the bottom otf the | The Chambers separate oven was designed for what is called 


ing and roasting compartment ol the oven slack-or installation With accessory stripe, available al 


(ra co i be bull 
should be about 34 inches for persons between —s 3 CGN SE SUEN On 


five feet two inches and five feet five inches u 
height Naturally, persons of shorter or longet 
stature should inform their contractors olf the ) nstallation 
heights they desire before roughing-in opera not ’ n outs 
tions are started ! ) f Ture 
While the specif location of built-i ipphi ) o the outdoor 
ances in a kitchen will be dependent mainly upon is also recommended it is one of the 


the wishes ol the homeowner, there are certain st illation requirements of the National Board 


limitations in placement which should be ob kire Underwriters —that a vertical clearance 


served because of the possible hazards involved ol 36 inches be maintained between the cooking 
A range top, for example, should be at least 18 top and any combustible construction material 
inches horizontally from a curtained window (it It the underside of such combustible construc 
is best not to curtain any kitchen window that tion is protected with asbestos millboard at least 
8 Near a range or oven I ight bre 7es through one-quarter ine h thick covered with sheet metal 
an open window have often blown a curtain over ss than No. 28 U.S. gauge, the distance 
the open burner flame or burning grease i " ma’ decreased, but should be not lk than 24 


pan and set fire toa home. Or the curtain ma inches. Practically, this requirement elim 
fall off or be pulled off its rod, by i child or ani cupboards o1 helving above 
mi and so start a fire with either i gas or elec countell top ecto Neverthel 
ee such a ¢ I ! i moder 
It is a good idea to install i vented ora vdvert i : cir 

exhaust fan or both at a proper heig! above W hile itional Boar 
the burners so that cooking odors il wi j i 0 require 

kly removed trom the kitchet { ct mt ibove 0 

R advises at least three 

betwee! 


exhaust 


quently 
leaned if neede« 
lensed trom the 


“Myo busld uD 
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Kercept for finish and minor differences in treat 
mend, the built-in ovens were closely similar in 


general design The Florence, shown in the pu 


lure, was typical of the ovens lested 


CR’s tests 


Lhe completed for the evaluation of the 
rpusitean ¢ is cooking component were similar to 
employed itt the tests ol va ranyves 


November 1956 © ONSUMER 


those 
ported in the 
EARCH BULLETIN fests were carried out to 
determine burner ethcrenc ind speed of heating 
keach oven-broiler tint Was tested in i en 


closure © constructed a to simulate il tual 


installation and to permit stu 1 po sibvle 


etlect ol the oven overheat uljacent 


woodwork Speed ot he atin evel ol tem 
perature dt tributios ind thermosta 7. we 
wore checked: baking fests were 


tion in the broiler was determined During the 


irnied out 
addition, the evenne bu 
enymeerine examimatio the various tactors 
which combine to make i oven of top element 
convenient to use were evaluated 

The ratings that tollow are based prin ipally 
heat weteristics ind echyinect 


models listed The 


mas final howevet if cost ol vas tof 


upon pertormance 
ing examimations ot the 
readet 


higeortal 


operation i thant itl | 


let ition, 


that some of the models which 


Intermedtale What In i ales ible i 


received A-Recommended 
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Built-in ovens 

A. Recommended 
Chambers, Model iw Chambers Ranges 
N Meridian St I ndianaye« ! $780 or $470 


ing upon finish 


Roper, Model 530 KA 


ford. Ill S7OR +, S308 


B. Intermediate 
Caloric, Model CP-CW-MC-X (a) 


Loptor Pa S198 


Florence, Model 153108 


wo 54 $176 


Kenmore, Model 834.5260 


1772) $170 retail; $155, plus freigt 


Magic Chef, Model 4A-21 Magi 


Louis 10) $180 or $190, dependin 


Tappan, Model OKLAV-33-1 


Mansfield, Ohio) $268 


Welbilt, Model 5030 


N.\ $255 comp te ith Model 


I pp 


Welbilt ¢ orp 


So< 


C.sunter-top cooking units 
A. Recommended 


Kenmore, Model 834.5760 (Sea: 


1778) $65 retail; $60, plus fret 


burner 


B. Intermediate 
Caloric, Model BR4-T (( alori: 


Pa $129 Four 


Chambers, Model 24-4GC Ch 
464 N. Meridian St Indianaype 
depending upon finish Four | 


$300 or $360) is similarl 


burner 


ippearance 42 in. wick 
Florence, Model A124108 
cago 54 Si04 
Roper, Model 540 TC (Ceo. |). Bk 
ford, Ill $61 Iwo burners. 

Tappan, Model TNS-5-3 


d. Ohi $165. Four burn 


Four burner 


C. Not Recommended 
Magic Chef, Model 3A-20 Magic ( 
Lout 10 $55 of $65 leis i > 
MuTnhegtTsS 


Welbilt, Model 525 (\\ «!/)i/1 ( 


$255 « , rfa 





The way we wash our clothes 


ANY ONE OF A DOZEN diflerent ways is the way 

we wash our clothes in an automatic washer Hot water Warm water Cold water 
nowadays. Some of the newer machines not Regular cycle Regularcycle Short cycle 
only have two different time cycles, but also Regular speed Regular speed Slow speed 
offer two-speed agitation and extraction. Many 
Hot water Warm water Cold water 
Regular cycle Short cycle Regular cycle 
Slow speed Slow speed Regular speed 


of them also give the user a choice in the selection 
of the temperature of the water—cold, warm, 
ol hot 


In these wavs, washing machine manulac ; 
Hot water Warm water Cold water 


turers are trying to reduce the amount of hand Short cycle Short cycle Regular cycle 
laundering the homemaker must do, and to ban Slow speed Regular speed | Slow speed 
ish “hand-wash-and-drip-dry” clothing from the 

bathroom towel racks Che slow speed of the Hot water Warm water Cold water 
agitator is supposed to simulate hand washing Short cycle Regular cycle Short cycle 


and reduce the wear and tear on delicate wat Regular speed Slow speed Regular speed 





ments Ihe slower spin speeds during extraction 





are said to help Save 1roning by not setting 


wrinkles in the warm, wet fabrics. During the 
> 


recent study of automatic washing machines 
“ th the cold water \ } too aoniled 


( onsumers’ Rese are h did a controlled labor itor’ , 
iround the collar and around the edges of the 
{ 


wash test using eight different combinations of 
leeves, where soiling | \ more pronounced 


settings on the machines kight blouses mad 
The test was not con but it seems clear 
ola punched out Dacron tabric and eight slips 
: that, when garment ire hed in cold water, 
made of nylon tricot were paired and each set 
special ittention should s that 


washed separately in order to obtain some in r 
ills 


ive espe oiled 


formation on the effect of water temperature, , 
bor cold water wa his it if would ileo bn be tter 

speed of agitator, and length of the wash cycle 
use one ot the lquid launds detergents in 

on the appearance and durability of the garment 
ste id ol i powdered cle teryenit air powdered 
Each set was washed in a wash load of the 
| 


} 


etergent that was used in CR's study some 
weight recommended for the automatic washer 
times did not dissolve fully during the washing 
the remainder of the load being mack upott lo , 
} | 1 | | } ( vel I niortu ite! no liqpuicl laundry deter 
1 tsand sma siz7ed test cloths ott ol ! on 
— om i D : pent i iv ttlable if the W i hinygton N | rea 
é ‘tate, ame acrol 
ae - sath a it the time the study was conducted Brand 
name ol some ot the ew liquid laundrs deter 
Effect of water temperature 
gents are Wisk, Br ind Jlum 


The garments washed in cold water or 


water showed less wrinkling than those wv Effect of length of cycle 
in hot water All the garments washed . 

The k nyth of the washing time seemed to make 

water were badly wrinkled and required iron 

ver’ little ciflers cf tte need lor ironing 


right from the very first laundering, regardless 
: Dh s! 1) ad tor th revular te nyth ol tine 
ol the length of evel or the speed ol the avita : 
showed ver little to moderate f cli im thee 
and the spinning basket 
st laundering whether I were washed in 
Blouses i sips W ished i Wa rw : 
{ I \ I if n the other hand 
moderately wrinkled 
\ Wate veT bad! vrinkled 
Of the two garments washed 
slip needed ironing alter the 


the blouse did not. The blous 


ironed through the seven wearing 


sand wa ‘ 
Seiad din ail " aeapr . Effect of the speed of the agitator 
| receives qgdurinig «es mi Tr TT \ d i i 

laundering, however, it was retired ius : ; id | 

” if as couk « cetermu 


there Via 
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From left to right Blouses washed in 
hol, hol, warm, and cold walter, after the 
firel wearing and laundering 

Far left: hot water, short cycle, slou 
speed 

Second hol water, requiar cycle, requ 
lar speed 

Third warm water, short ¢ 

s wud 

tight cold walter 


speed 


short ov 


>. me 


tiv tator It was thought that the blouses 
which were made of punched-out Dacron fabri 
would hold up better if the igitator speeds were 
slow In the test, however, the fabrics of th 
blouses that were washed with the agitator at 
under the arms and 


y did on 


ivitator 


low peed beyar fasting 
cross the back just about as soon as the 
other blouses that were washed with the 
it normal speed 

Differences 


tator might have been more noticeable if some 


raused b the speed ol the ivi 
woolen articles had been included in the study 
Studies have hown that rubbing, pounding, und 


witation are among the primar causes ol 


shrinkage in woolens. [t is important, therefore 
to keep the agitation in washing down to an 
ibsolute minimum to minimize shrinkage of 


wool tabrics 


Any conclusions? 


For laundering most dirty clothes, only hot water 
will do. It isn’t much good to have clothing that 
is unwrinkled, but still dirty, after laundering. 
On the other hand, cold water washing is certainly 
feasible for garments that are lightly soiled, and 
it will reduce the amount of ironing required. 


It is probably a good idea to make some effort 
to control the water temperature whenever you 
wash garments made of synthetic fibers. CR found 
that much more wrinkling took place in the Dacron 
and nylon garments washed in water at 140 degrees 
as compared with the same clothes washed at 100°F. 
Taking the temperature of the wash water may be 
well worth the trouble, when it saves you some 
time and effort in ironing. 


Brief Cumulative Index of Previous 1957 Consumers’ Research Bulletins 


Month Pege 


Month Page 


Month Pege 
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Mercury, Oldsmobile, and Buick 


Vercury 


Mercury 


General comments 

For many vears Mercury has been essentially a 
dressed-up, beefed-up Ford This year things 
have changed, and Mercury has little in common 
with the Fords, and the car is now in real com 
petition with Buick and Oldsmoiile. From a 
distance it is difficult to tell whether the Mercury 
is coming or going, as the front and rear bumpers 
are of much the same design. This is definitel: 


disadvantageous from the safety standpoint 
The hood ornament is a small one and would 
probably snap off if it struc ka pedestria The 
he adlights have dat pe rously sh irp hoods 

Ihe horn ring on the steering wheel is below 
the spokes, which is a good feature because i 
would yield in the event of a crash where the 
operator might strike the steering wheel 
indicator is of the moving-bat 


to read I he 


Speedometer 
type, similar to Buick and eas’ 
control levers and buttons have some 
edges ind are not too well finished Lhe 
nstruments are hard to read and pick uy 
light reflection 


Warning lights (ver 


es for ammeter and oil pressure 


| 


bright are used 


% i 


The ish tray, lox ited on the dash, is | 


‘* 


The glove com 


ment is rather small; its door opens upward 


positioned for the driver 


has a catch that may be used to lock it 
The loot-oper ited parki Vv brake 


open positior 


s so close to the dimmer switch that use of the 
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Vionlerey 


dimmer switch would ¢ y result at time 


iccidental ipplr ition ol the parking 
this is considered a hazardous arrangement 


The blower 


torily, but the blower ta 


ind detroster oper ited satistac 
had an annoying high 
pitched whine when oper ited at its top speed 
In order to use the armrest on the drivet 
side of this car, the driver ts required to sit i 
position to the left of the center of the steet 

wheel: this position lor some persons mia 

be the safest and most comlortable tor operatio 
of the car An 1 were very noes’ ind there 
was a prono nd whistle at the doorjamb 


it OO mile d ove 


The se 1) oO y lever W ver hard 
operat with the door closed The crank ha 
lor ral i lower } ‘ dow 


preesition 


Performance on road tests 
Phe Mercur with its 
power il ner 

s model 


wceleratio 


VARCH 








Figure 1 


Mercury 


model, We have been informed that, to improve 
wceleration, the rear axle ratio of Mercury cars 
having automatic transmissions has been changed 
from 2.291 to ltoaratio ot 3.22to1 Phe follow 
ing figures were obtained on a car with the 2.91:1 
Acceleration time were from 0 to 30 


from 0 to 60, 12.3: 


ratio 
miles per hour, 4.6 second 
from 20 to 50, 7.1; trom 40 to 60, 7.3; more 
than wlequate in spite ol the low rear axle ratio 

lhe automatic transmission operated itis 
factorily, but there was a pronounced lurch whet 
it shifted to the highest range 

The push-button control for the automati 
transmission, in addition to the Drive, Low, and 
button ha in N/S (Neutral-Start 
button, an emergenc brake release bar, ind in 


models had a bar 


pu hed in to lock the auto 


Reverse 
earh production marked 
Parl which wa 
Macc transmission when the car is parked 
and pulled out to release it 

Recent models have been coming through with 
this ‘‘Park'’’ bar removed, and we are informed 
that dealer have been instructed to remove this 


** Park 


and those that have 


control from all Mercury cars in stock 
been sold Dh control 
Park’ used 
Apparently, ila 


fault may be corrected and the 


again in later production 
driver neglected to pull out the “ Park" control 
belore pressing in the “Driv button and then 
stepped on the gas, under some circumstances 
the transmission would have to pass through 
reverse belore it got into drive, with the result 
that the car, instead of going forward as antici 


pated, would shoot bac kwards, creatinyw a dan 


Windshield wiper coverage was poor on the 


gerous situation Ihe Mercury organization is 
to be « omplimented lor taking prompt action, as 
With 


the extensive testing tac ilities the m inulacturers 


it did, to eliminate the hazard described 


have, it would be reasonable to expect that the 
possibilities of the defect in design of the parking 
mechanism would be discovered before the car 
was put into production. ) 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions 

At a constant speed of 50 miles per hour, the 
gasoline mileage was 14.6 miles per gallon (a 
good deal less than the 18.3 miles per gallon ob 
With the new 3.22 
tolr ito, acceleration will be faster but yasoline 


tained on last year’s model) 


mileage will unfortunately be further reduced 


Speedometer errors 
Indicated speed, m.p.h. 


Actual speed, m.p.h. 
Odometer 


\pproximately 6 percent fast 


Braking 
No abnormal brake fading* was experienced 


with this car 


Riding and handling qualities 

This Carl exhibited very good riding ind hat dling 
qualities, but these were not as good as on Plym 
outh and Chrysler There was an almost com 
pl te absence of wheel hop Cornering was good, 
but not as good as the lower-priced Plymouth 
Although the test car was not equipped with 
power steering, it Was very easy to steer. Power 
steering would be unnecessary for this car except 


wossibly for easier parking by people who ar 


| 
lacking in strength or vigor, or must drive much 


on windimn or mountal roads 


A- (Tentative) 


Mercury Monterey 

\ well designed and finished car wit! er «l riding 
and handling q lite (,asoline mileage whic Was 
about the same as the Oldsmobile yu per SS. was not good 


and will be even poorer with the new higher ratio rear 


Lower gasoline mileage, which is quite 
common on this year’s cars, ts one of the prices con 
sumer lor engines of excessive ho 


| epowe}’: 


manutlacturers publicit has tned t 
jade car owners that the new engines 
oline economy and have not sacrificed ¢ 


1} extra power), 
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The Mercury’s specifications 


Monterey Montclair 


Taxable horsepower 46.2 


Taxable weight, pounds 3905 


Engine 


Piston displacement, cubic inches 312 312 368 


Rated horsepower at rpm. 255 at 4600 255 at 4600 290 at 4600 


Compression ratio 9.7 to 1 9.7 to 1 9.7 to 1 


Oil filter Full flow Full flow Full flow 


Cooling system capacity with heater, quarts 21 21 24 


Chassis 
Wheelbase, inches 
Over .all length, inches 
Width, inches 


Height (loaded), inches 


Tires 8.00 x 14 


Brake factor 
Minimum road clearance, inches 
Turning diameter, feet 


Steering wheel turns, full left to full right 


Other details 


12-volt 55 amp 12 volt 55 amp 12 volt 55 amp 


Battery 


Gasoline tank, gallons 20 20 20 


Vacuum, Vacuum Vacuum, 


Windshield wipers with booster with booster with booster 


Curb weight of car tested, pounds 4020 


Mercury prices 


Ol 


AUTOMATIC POWER POWER 
HEATER FILTER 


TRANSMISSION STEERING BRAKE RADIO 
Monterey $86 $38 $100 $91.50 included 


Montclair 3148° Included 86 38 100 91.50 included 


Turnpike Cruiser 
4-door Hardtop 3809" Included included Included 


included 
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Oldamobile Super 88 


Oldsmobile Super 88 


General comments 


It is difficult to figure out why Oldsmobile pro 


duces three car the AA, the Su per yA ind the 


98) which are so much alike except in price 
The Su per YS sells for about $230 more than the 
44, and the 94, $330 more than the Super &4 
with comparable equipment (see 
table) lhese cars all have the ime engine 
The 98 has a 4-inch-lonver wheelbase than the 
9S and Super &48, but the leg 


mately the same in all three. The 94 has slightly 


room Is approxi 


less headroom than the other two 

Che first impression one yets when sitting iv 
the Oldsmolile Super AA is that of being sur 
rounded and encased in chrome there is et 
tirely too much chrome in evidence The « h 
padding on the dash, though better than on the 
Buick, 


it is much too thin to be effective in preventing 


is uselul only as a glare-reducing agent 
Or miihitniZzitiv wiypugr in a crash 

Th control ire well pl iced, but for some 
drivers the horn ru will be in the way of read 
ing the speedometer Phe relatively undesirable 
Warnithy like ine used nstead of gauges tor 


ummeter and onl pressure The temperature u 
dicator consists of two bull's eves with the word 


“Hot Cold 


al desit ible arranvement The hood ornament 


ibove il below not considers | 


there Wal i sharp 


rdadition | 


Aa sharp ind im 
peat pointed ornamen each front tendet 
ee bivure 2 

The top of the da eparated trom the 
windshield trame b , ilmost th 
entire length of the das! Th provides good 


tall dow 


hard to retrieve 


detrosting action, but objects that ma 
the center of this slot 
Heater and ventilator i I ot the push 


buttor ty the heater 
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specifications 


ts blower was noisy at the ‘high position The 


glove compartment was extremely wide, but 
only 3 inches deep in one part and 5 inches in 
the other 

The rear door handles could be accidentally 
opem d by the knees, and there was d inger ol the 
heads of tall rear-seat passengers striking the top 


of the rear window frame when the car passed 
over a bad bump 

Che bumpers were very massive in appearance 
but free of objectionable projections found on a 
number of cars. Entrance and egress through 


the rear doors were very difficult (see Figure 3 


Performance on road tests 

In the acceleration tests from a standing start, 
it was found to be impossible to utilize fully the 
entire torque available at the rear wheels even 
ona dry road having a high coefficient of friction 
On roads having a low coefficient of friction (ice 


or snow covered or wet roads the imount | 


torque available would cause the wheels to slide 
ind in some instances, as on i slippery road, the 
might slide laterally [The great engine 
power of this car could be extremely dangerous 
in the hands of any but a very carelul, conserva 
Acceleration times were: from 0 to 
30 m.p.h., 3.8 ses from 0 to 69, 10.6: 


6.4: trom 40 to 60, 5.2: 


tive driver 
20 to 50, 
ill were ver rast ind 
umong the top three or four 1957 cars 

The automatic transmission was \ 

oper on and detent action 


not noth 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions 
At a constant speed of 50 m.p.h., th 
mileage was 14.9 m.p.g., a considerable d 
trom the 17.7 m.p.. obtained in the test of last 


vear's model 


(Continued on page 20) 





Taxable horsepower 51 


Taxable weight, pounds 4000 


Engine 
V8 


Cylinder arrangement valve -in-head 


Piston displacement, cubic inches 0.7 
Rated horsepower at rpm. 277 at 4400 
Compression ratio 9.5 to 1 


Oil filter Full flow 


Cooling system capacity with heater, quarts 


Chassis 

Wheelbase, inches 

Over .all length, inches 

Width, inches 

Height ‘loaded, inches 

Tires 

Brake factor 

Minimum road clearance, inches 

Turning diameter, feet 

Steering wheel turns, full left to full right 

Other details 

Battery 12-volt 70.amp 
Gasoline tank, gallons 20 


Vacuum, 


Windshield wipers with booster 


Curb weight of car tested, pounds 


Oldsmobile prices 


AUTOMATIC POWER 
TRANSMISSION STEERING 


88 4-door Sedan . $231 $108 


Super 88 4 door Sedan 3030° 231 108 


98 4 door Sedan 3741°* Included Included 


The Oldsmobile’s specifications 


V8 
vaive in head 


370.7 


277 at 4400 


9.5 to 1 


Full flow 


21 


12-volt 70 amp 


20 


Vacuum, 
with booster 


45201 


POWER 
BRAKES 


$40 


40 


included 
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V8 
vaive in head 


370.7 


277 at 4400 


9.5 to 1 


Full flow 


12 volt 70 amp 


20 


Vacuum 
with booster 


HEATER 





Figure 2-4)n the Oldamolile, there 


pownted ornament over each front fender 


Speedometer errors 
Indicated speed, m.p.h 


Actual speed, m.p.h. 
Odometer 


\pproximatel 


Braking 


Lhere Wal 


12 perce 


marked brake fac ( 
this cat \fter sever 
braking eflect 


ipproximatel 5S minute ru 


from 


top 


or no remamed 


mid a S-minute cool per od tx 


tarted to their eflect 
ol the 
brake 


hour 


recovet 

ime model te 
Liacliniy 
It 


betwee 


(«il 
itl il 


itter 


possible that the 


ene the two car MWh 


to the use of a different make ol 


Riding and handling qualities 
Dhis car, 


omtortable 


oid,“ b 


ive i 
vel 
ind 


rece 


culling 
vel oO 


yoo I he 


B. 
Oldsmobile Super 8 


(Tentative) 


was a 


sharp 


marked differ 


hive been cue 


byy 


it 


8 pear- 


Figure 3 
Oldsmobile were very di fu alt 


Buick Special 


General comments 
This Veal is before t} 
ill Bui k 


irrel carburetor 


used on model 


two-b 


tour barrel « irtburet 


bod 
S De 


IT he 


ite. 


me b 


‘ 


Dut the Spe 


to 1 
horse | 


ler 
é 


10tol 


Entrance and egress through the rear doors of the 


compre 


rmOwCcT 


vr 


com 


} 


hl 


Hi 


Continued on page 





The Buick’s specifications 


Special Century Road master 


Taxable horsepower 54.45 54.45 54.45 
Taxable weight, pounds 4000 4155 4470 
Engine 

Piston displacement, cubic inches 364 364 364 364 
Rated horsepower at rpm. 250 at 4400 300 at 4600 300 at 4600 300 at 4600 
Compression ratio 9.5 to 1 10 to 1 10 to 1 10 to 1 


Oil filter Full flow Full flow Full flow Full flow 


Cooling system capacity with heater, 
quarts 18 


Chassis 

Wheelbase, inches 

Overall length, inches 

Width, inches 

Height (loaded), inches 

Tires 

Brake factor 

Minimum road clearance, inches 
Turning diameter, feet 


Steering wheel turns, full left to full 
right 


Other details 
Battery 12-volt 70.amp. 12-volt 70.amp. 12 voit 70. amp. 12-volt 70 amp 
Gasoline tank, gallons 20 20 20 20 


Windshield wipers Vacuum! Vacuum! Vacuum! 


Curb weight of car tested, pounds 
2-door hardtop 4315 


Buick prices 


AUTOMATIC POWER POWER oil 
TRANSMISSION STEERING BRAKES RADIO HEATER FILTER 


Special 4 door Sedan $2645" 221 $108 $39 $100 156 $91 included 
Century 4-door Hardtop 3339" Included 108 100 156 91 included 
Super 4 door Hardtop 3666 * included included 39 100 .156 91 included 


Roadmaster 4 door 
Hardtop 4038° included Included included . included 
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Buick Specia 


ibove that tor 
turned oft 


(Controls for the windshield wiper ind washer 


peed } 


long i cal 


vhich it 1s t unl ss (othe device 


ire now located at the ide of the car instead ol 
The w pers doa poor iob of clean 


on the dash 


ing at the corners (true of all wrap-around wind 


shield 


though ome are much worse than other 
Distortion of the view through 


light Phe curved 


windshield | ilar makes it diffe ult to vet ina a 


pect 
the windshield Wal only ver 
front of this car without knock 


Bad 


ment cluster and the 


out of the 


reflection irom the 


om knee 


teering wheel poke 


pres it and anno ity even on i dull day Bu 
14-inch 


idy intaye 


ha not tollowed the trend to wheel 


The larger wheels are to the uset 


bront doot handle ire iwkw irdly po tioned 


ind with the seat in a forward positior trike 


ylove compartment 


the top ot the il I he 


but if t 


enerou in Zt slope permit if i“ 


the door ! opened The pad 


te roll out wher 


cling on the dash much too th te be ol 


value trom a tandpoime I he 


ry etiectiy but the heater blov 

very noisy when operating at its highest 
ihe defroster worked well but, due to the 
the windshield, directs warm air into 
passenger eve Headroom in the reat 
omewhat limited for a tall perso The he 
ol tall rear-seat passenyer would be imyured 
triking the top ol the rear Wil dow irate 
pret il bumper rach 


ol the Cissot typ. ind bracket plate ire pro 


ove i bad Dump The 


vided behind the tront bumper to accommodat 
t The 


under most circumstances 


rach was found to be fairly easy to use 


Performance on road tests 
Phe Buicl 


tion than last eal 


Special had somewhat vecelera 
The Buick, too 
horsepower 1s 
Acceleration 
hour, 4.4 


1) to 50, 7.1: 


model 
overpowered ; its rated 
that of the 1953 

from 0 to 30 miles per 


11.6 


b ith, 
twice model 
were 


from O to Ov 


times 
seconds trom 


410 to OO, 5.4 
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Gasoline mileage under test conditions 
At a cor 


’ isoline 


tant speed 50 miles per hour 


mileage was ) miles per gallos 
is good is last ‘ \A ich yave 


mile S per 4 illor 


Speedometer errors 


Indicated speed, m.p.h 30 50 60 


Actual speed, m.p.h 28 46 55 
Odometer 


\pproximatel 


Braking 


No abnormal brake fading was exp 


6 perce it last 


this cal 
Riding and handling qualities 
Che riding 


Was poor mevetl 


qu il ty, while yood on smo th roads 
shiohtly rough roads The reai 


nyle-acting shock absorbers 


coil springs and 


produced 1 rick that one observer like to the 


Tossiniy ol i boat on the sea Re ir seat passengers 


ire party ilarl 


The car corners ll, but th some 


likel ton the car uncom 


fort ible 
rt ! Wher 


folloy 


turns 
to the 
After 


vl. the hod, continues to 


if roll bad 
waite long iftet t he bump ha 
rough road here w EXCESSIVE 
ol which wa 

N ose 
whet 
power steer 


it all tim 


B (Tentative) 


Buick Special 
\ genet alls 


vered Definitel 


well-constr 


ited for thos 


mooth ro 


ind in 
of their driving 


| 
million dollar nde" left mu 
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Automobile safety belts 


Picture strikes th 
anolher 


¢ side 


Do aut 


protection 


field 


iniswet 


the 


passenger weari 
cars that were « 


ya 
i can force the head 
er contact with 
e fruct 
struc ted qqumim 
eat helts 


lure 


ores acting merail 


Hlestraw lhe iouer tors 


reon wearing 


a seal 
d prevent hia head 


’ ent and 
wilact with f 


j 
‘ 


\ 
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iny these la s stalerne 
in the J ; _— that The evidence 
collected 1 trons that im sore 

ol accident 

belts and some t po houlder harne 

may mcrease they \ ind ma 
contnbutl 


how 


One of the crash tests 


this pa lorward 
trike 

lores Slow N-S] the sh or other hard object Thu siderable 
picture te ' ‘ lores oncentrated on the ibdom«e 

mtended \ ull i ill tf belt and its buckle is almost certain 

it hastening ' I i 0 or tear the soft tissues unde ith 

icrease thet 


Most cars ar equipped with salet belts tor 


rt of the body t 
ya : , _ the driver and a tront it passenger onl In 


iround the belt 
i crash, the rear if Sse sma be thrown 


lor the ifety belt to have forward t the 
ory ( ~ KIT’ mse 


iy seat belt 


receive the 


the pet oti 
ul hielad ol 
or rik 
ad torward 


d torward trom the 


termed 


he id 


bee 
mia deaths occur 
thrown trom the 


th occurre ‘ there! 


Impingment of the lower part of the trunk against the upper 
edge or the sharp fold of a seal bell strained againal the 
abdomen can materially tncrease hazard of uidernal inyu 

when a bell te used The forward propuision of rear seal 


passengers ina collisvon will offen increase very grea he 


forces acting on persona in the front seats 
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The upper diagrams shou 

show the nature of the actual wun 
wilhoul a seal bell, the passenge 
another part of his body less ou 
might have been distribuled over 
destruction of surface and deepe 
lend lo concentrate the unpacts and 


could in some inalances be tlse 




















ind must take certain rsh 


which the general driving public is 


posed, ire not required to use saiety belt 

USITIE them 

is to be expected that injuries would be 
caused by the pressure ol the seat belt ¢ the 
body due to the sharp deceleration which 
pled to the bod Ly pressure o1 the ea 
region at the time of a crash. One cas 
reported by Dr. Jacob Kulowski in St 
Missouri nvolved a 210-pound 34 
state trooper who was we iring a satet 
the time of collision of his car with a 


0 t he car} 


iftter which he 
y his remov 

days, he v 

the hospital At tha 
red lor il adhe 
t¢ the eftte ol 
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Data, photos, drawings, and outline materia! herein 
were derived from the technical discussion, Some 
Aspects of the Automobile Seat Belt Problem, by 
Andrew J]. White, director of Motor Vehicle Re 
search, Inc., South Lee, N.H., presented at a meet 
ing of judges, lawyers, police and other public 
officials and safety experts at Yale University Law 
School, November 20, 1956. Publication of the 
complete work by Motor Vehicle Research, Inc., is 
expected for about July 1957 

Valuable information was also obtained from the 
report just published of the hearings on Traffic 
Salety before a subcommittee of the House of Repre 
sentatives Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com 
merce. Interested readers in a position to obtain 
and study that 927-page document are advised to 


do so 


them trom givu 
belt might afford 
lhere | rea nia ri that ma “il 
belt iving in the 

belts are highl 
the will on that 


belet that the 
eflective safeguards, and that 
count take chances on the 
road the would not consider tal without the 


belt Some type of restraining harne consist 
thy | isif ill 
in the seat, controlling both the upper shoulder 


bods could 


help im certain common 


of straps which hold the body firmly 
ind lo pelvis portions of the 
possibly afiord some 

types ol crash accidents, provided that this has 
ness could be so constructed as to permit its user 
to escape from it with no more than a second's 
Although there are 
several makes of shoulder harness on the market, 


ce lay 1th Case a ft rash occurs 


their effectiveness in accidents is not known, 
and little publicity has been given to them. So 
lar as Consumers’ Research knows, automobik 
manulacturers are not encouraging car buvers to 
purchase and use this type of safety appliance 
Possibly failure to feature shoulder harness ma‘ 
be due in part to the fact that, in tests and ex 
es have not 


periments so tal made, these harne 


proven to be a satislactory solution ot the prob 


lem ven when the harness is firmly anchored 


to secure floor frame areas behind the back 

the tront t, whe the back of the front 

it taal isit usually does in any eriou 

the harne Decomnme etlect pore 
venting violent forward mot i the 


\utomolnles are 


rea tik powell I : I Operatho 


but human tacultse ol perce 


tion, and decisior which are aftecte 
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and mental stress, are not subject to corre spond 


ing improvement, and are thus not sufficient! 


yood to permit sale operation of toda irs al 
the speeds we have become accustomed to and 
accept as normal 

It is CR’s considered opinior 
conclusion that can safely be 
data that are presently available 
tall types ol wecide ts proper ( 
belts have Sore \ ilu while 
wccidents such belt have no uselul eflect 
mia even mcreas the danget to the drivet 


\s the user ot the belt ( have 


t which he 


passenger 
knowledyve ol the ty ol acciden 
likely to be involved, he is not in a good pos 
to decide whether he should or should not 
dustry has 


ilet belt Phe automobile 


direct responsibility which has bee 


poorly fulfilled to those who purchase automo 
biles. Car manufacturers have given little con 
sideration to modifications of basic automobile 
design that would lessen the degree of injur 
received in a crash or collision Promot y the 
use of safety belts of limited value 

poor attempt it a solution to this problem set 
the articles on safety ispects ol toda iuto 
mobiles in CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN for 
October 1956, November 1950, December 1956, 
ind January 1957 


The best advice that can be to pre vent 


Pholograpl 
failed in th as s mentioned 


fail mechani 





caretull ifford 


AC UICC CSsal ( such ¢ 
nu the tace of oncom 
ou have the latest model 
ind terrific accelerat 
ave the cat 
occupants 


device 


Corrections and emendations to Consumers’ Research 
Annual and monthly Bulletins 


Motion picture 
cameras and 
equipment 
Page 207, Col 
Annual '56-'5 


a ihaye 


ve Pa ind 16 
corrected. and 


that now oc 


the camera 1 


Report nm dictation ha il Com pto , 
ha lirom &B 


< ment j 
equipme ination Vj 
eme t 


j 


Page 10 
“9 ) Lol Re ommended 
poor! | is. 


Dec. ‘56 Bulletin , | — . 
te ; { wil hormatio 
A hould tn che leted \lthoug! 


ved | I ~ cl li bet > 
00 iach - it-on tor unbala 

tated 1 the i shut-off device 
ol the machine 


quired 
ced load vithout 


that 
ibout 0.5 ma 
ind uc 
iffy iti ov 
ti I More 


Irie 
eed to 


A utomatic< 
nq machine 
Pages 10, 11 


Jan ? Bulletin 
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Problems of the home painter 


Discontinued lots of paints 

Phere ! ilw / I bu 

discontinued pair ! iler 

which 


ett ' 


from le its ( } it rie 


think will be more hactor#r mad 


ol the tock which he has not been able to sell 


\ store that ofte ha 


probabl bn i having some regular 


paint bargains may 


oures them ‘ ‘ likel te mea that 
the 7 ot « qualit 
ented t ollered as old stock n not have 
bene proper! tored mid dealer vith a yvood 
turnover do t have much old ock, except 
perhap color ich thhiave ot ia vell 
li the ori l label iso | cu 
Doeovuat tha e ol the | f he judged by the 
comity ol the label 


Never hou 


havir »y bulved from 


‘ reth Ih 


prainit 
i. 
show \ ! ‘) i 


closed 


Some old-stock paints ma pros 


slow-drvily, ina hould il i tried tor 


i 


at iy properts ia ritalole test surlace betore 


makings exter t them 


Some types of enamel may thicken so much 


with time that the beconn yell ind “> would 
be unusable If the product sti readily to a 
smooth condition of correct consistency, tre 
from lumps, has no sh a thin skin, and 
dries proper! it impaired by too 
los torave 

The consumer ivond ofte: 


hould ‘ peciall 
b matl tor lots ol illeved| high-quality out 
upposed to be lelt-over mat 


pecial reduced pri \t 


method ol elling 


white purine 
olfered at a vet 
core COMM AN 

been working ind the paint contained 
reprane ead pra I clue ind hiwh con 
imple that had 


tent entirely ditlerent from the 


been upplied to iti purchaser 
the article on prige lj N Mil Ry 


BULLETIN for August 


Painting concrete 


(‘oncrete, stucco, brickworl " maso ire 
best painted with paints that are readil 


()] paint 


prcerinie 
ible td water Vapor ind enamels ire 
low im permeabilit ind are more inclined 
blister and peel under some conditions tha 


high! Where oil paint 


prerinie ible praint 
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This article is one of several which have ap 
peared recently in CR Bulletins on the subject 
of paints and painting. Others in the past 
few months that will be of interest to those 
who have painting problems: ‘“‘Marine var 
nish,’’ February 1957; ‘‘Repainting,”’ January 
1957; ‘*‘Notes for the consumer on painting 
the house,"’ October 1956; ‘‘Deceptive practices 
in the sale of paint,’’ August 1956; ‘For a 
cooler home, a roof of light color,’’ April 1956. 


rithat 
more peri 
uit ( timed 
pol Vi 
Line Tha 
They a ier to appl 


Vater pa t lhe cemen 


' 


however, have a much longer re 
experience Phe cement-watet 

ible from paint ind hardw 

land cement mixed when dr 

then with water, can be used 
eflective where water can rea 

1h rom 

material 

ipplied to concrete 
should be the « 


strom 54 to 9% pints 


The paint i 


porou Store maisonsy 


of rich cream; this require 


powder consisting 


of water per 10 pounds of dr 


entirely of cement; or trom 4 to 6 pi i water 


powder cf 


id. Weigh ou 


or each 10 pounds of dr 
mixture ot cemet 
uired 20 percent 


mie Add tort with 


to make a solt t ma 


Stirriny 


han ’ i the 
» the cerme to the cement 
made p ts for concrete 
r wh ast 


ulficl usual with ext 


Read 
white prige rine 
It the paint 3 tinted the 
pose must be of the type ki 
The wall must be dampened 
fore application of the paint (but 
t must be kept damp ior at 
painting It the surtace too 


treah i cl flow while iw ill th 





painting is begun is hard to paint and absorbs t to produce 


too much water from the paint 
\ low-cost white paint that produces a water 
resistant and long-lasting coating can be mixed 
on the job, according to a formula given by one 
olf the large cement manutacturers The 
gredients are white cement, masons’ hydrated 
lime, and water pure enough to be fit for drink 
ing. An amount of paint suitable for convenient 
use by a single painter is made by measuring 
into a clean bucket, one quart of cement, one i] h ho uxed at home 
quart of lime ind about 144 quarts of water . , no ely ere 


this should be stirred well. using only enough 


Two ‘‘dog-bone’’ wrenches 
for the home workshop 


Dit 


wn Ke 


[he ive 


would bn 


Inca ‘‘Quickie’’ 
Bivd., South O 


| ye 


A. Recommended 
Reese ‘‘Multi-Wrench’’ Reese P 


ist Pa a 
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Off the editor’s chest 


Continued from page 


the horn 

mpre ‘ id bouwht The shrub on the left is size 14, the smalles 
sirable for resale lo the consumer. and was 

urchased 


j 
$3.80 and 


1] ! | 
r vere wit } materia 
' Pepa .o I . . . fry a local nursery The shrub on the right as 


u 
ted from a house-to-house canpaaser It was j ed al 


j 


vhen the unlucky purchaser y pres 
witl i bill he would discover that ob olter is known as size 8” or “liner” stock, bought by pr tona 
nurseries for further development before sale to Ul abl 
took the whole sum lhe plat 
hy rn irden tor the ext two veal Sample 
analyzed by the \vricultural per ment Stato 
it Rutwers at the req ue t of indignant consumer 
indicated that the tuff did ot meet tate re 
quirements for commercial fertilizer 


In another section of the country, the St. Lou 


Better Business Bureau has rendered outstand 
ing ervice In exposing deceptive claim lor them for a 
horticultural products of many kind Phis past bargain-prices 
year it has reported being 4 imped with con cording iit 
plaint about nurser’ tock that tailed to come ize ol the ball on 
up to expectations or sales claims. Furthermore port 
when consumers placed an order based on pro the ratio ol 

sketche or prin onl to ai ystem must meet i tl mum a 


etlect Phe St. Louis Bureau advise 


fessional-looking 


cove that the hrub did ot produce t he 


promised, they have run to serious difhicultie ponsible nurserymat 


In a number of case the purcha ers found that vy ide item 
they had obligated themsel ve to two order of Nurses 


one tor fall and one for pring planting with a vows Bt 


provision that a 10 percent pel iltv, runnu replacement in 
hivh as $30 or $40, was to be invoked the whether replacement wil 
‘ inceled the second ordet Not the charge il what charge whether 


postiag 0 


size ol the shrubs misrepresented it in some will pa 
the stock was dead on arrival. Payment the time limit on the 


i ilw iVs required int wly ilies mad replace cours iumber 


ments were sometimes difficult to secure or were mat { there 


promised only for the ext yrowing seasol standu check witl 


In in informative little leaflet he St Lou ; Bureau or the N itlo 


Better Business Bureau pomts out that too few Chryslet Bldg New York 
peopl realize that nursery tock « in bn vi ided 17 in itinerant salesma 
in accordance with the American Standard of trees, bulbs, fertilizer 


Nursery Stock as sponsored by the America invthing of the sort sight u 
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HIS 
dige t 


motion 


re pore st 


ectio ! to vive crith 


opin 1irom a wide i 


cyt 
re rey ws including the motior 


press, leading newspapers 
19 different period ils i 


re ratings which follow tl 


wdigme I i single perso 


ilysis of critics’ rey 


mmiticee, Remews and 
Tabict, Time 


the title of ft 
critics whose 
ilues warrant 


itermediate 


ung people (14-18 
d ot each line 


i 


1S ¢ 


cw 


he 


udg 


it 


ire as follow 


‘ 


Above Us the Waves (British 

Albert Schweitzer 

Amazon Trader, The 

Anastasia 

Angels of Darkness (Italian 

Around the World in 80 Days 

As Long As You're Near Me 
Cerman 

Attack 

Baby Doll 

Back from Eternity 

Bad Seed, The 

Bendido 

Barretts of Wimpole Street, 

Battle Hymn 

Beast of Hollow Mountain 

Best Things in Life Are Free, 
The mi 

Between Heaven and Hell 

Beyond a Reasonable Doubt 

Big Boodle, The 

Bitter Spears 

Black Whip, The 

Blonde Sinner, The (British 

Boss, The 

Brass Legend, The 

Brave One, The 

Bundle of Joy 

Burning Hills, The 

Bus Stop 

Calling Homicide 

Canyon River 


rhe 


Rating 


Cha-Cha-Cha-Boom 
Crashing Las Vegas 

Crime of Passion 

Cruel Tower, The 

Cry in the Night, A 

Curucu, Beast of the Amazon 


Dakota Incident 

Dance With Me Henry 

Daniel Boone, Trail Blazer 

Davy Crockett and the River 
Pirates 

Deadliest Sin, The (British 

Death of a Scoundrel 

Desperadoes Are in Town, The 

Doctors, The (French 

Don't Knock the Rock 

Drango 

Fdge of the City 

Everything But the Truth 

Fear (German 

Fighting Trouble 

Finger of Guilt (British 

First Traveling Saleslady, 
rhe 

Five Steps to Danger 

Flight to Hong Kong 

Forbidden Cargo (British 

Four Boys and a Gun 

Four Girls in Town 

Friendly Persuasion 

Full of Life 

Gamma People, The (British 

Giant 

Girl Can't Help It, The 

Girl He Left Behind, The 

Girls in Prison 

Glass Tomb, The (British 

Grand Maneuver, The (French 

Creat American Pastime, The 

Great Man, The 

Gun Brothers 

Gun for a Coward 

Gun Slinger, The 

Gun the Man Down 

Halliday Brand, The 

Happy Road, The 

Hold Back the Night 

Hollywood or Bust 

Hot Care 

Hot Rod Girl 

Huk 

Iron Petticoat, The 

Istanbul 

It Conquered the World 

Jail Busters 

John and Julie (British 

Julie 

Kelly and Me 

King and Four Queens, 

King of the Coral Sea 
Australian 

La Sorciére (French 

Last Man to Hang, The 
British 

Last of the Desperados 

Last Wagon, The 

Lisbon 
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Love Me Tender 
Lust for Life 


Magnificent Roughnecks, The 

Magnificent Seven, The 
(Japanese 

Man from Del Rio 

Man in the Vault 

Man is Armed, The 

Man of Africa (British 

Marcelino (Spanish 

Men of Sherwood Forest 
British 

Miami Exposé 

Mister Cory 

Mole People, The 

Mountain, The 


Naked Hills, The 
Night Runner, The 
Nightfall 

No Place to Hide 


Odongo (British 
Oedipus Rex 
Opposite Sex, The 


Pantaloons (French 

Papa, Mamma, The Maid and I 
French 

Passport to Treason 

Peacemaker, The 

Pharaoh's Curse 

Pillars of the Sky 

Port Afrique (British 

Power and the Prize, The 

Public Pigeon No. 1 

Queen of Babylon, The (Italian) ad ousl 

Race for Life, A (British 

Rack, The 

Rainmaker, The 

Raw Edge 

Reprisal 

Ride the High Iron 

Rock, Pretty Baby 

Rock, Rock, Rock 

Rumble on the Docks 

Run for the Sun 

Runaway Daughters 

Running Target 

Scandal, Inc. crti-me 

Search for Bridey Murphy, The 

Secrets of Life é 

Seven Wonders of the World tra 

7th Cavalry, The we 

Shake, Rattle and Rock 

Sharkfighters, The 

She-Creature, The 

Ship that Died of Shame, The 
(British 

Showdown at Abilene 

Silent World, The 

Silken Affair, The (British 

Slander 

Snow was Black, The (French 

Solid Gold Cadillac, The 

Spin a Dark Web (British 

Stagecoach to Fury 

Strange Adventure 

Strange Intruder 

Suicide Mission (British 

Swamp Women 


lea and Sympathy 

lea House of the August 
Moon 

Feenage Rebel 

Tel Aviv Taxi (Israeli 

Ten Commandments, The 

Tension at Table Rock 

These Wilder Years 


Reissues 


j 


VARCH 


ten 


Three Brave Men 
Three Violent People 
Thunder Over Arizona 
Tomahawk Trail 
Top Secret Affair 
Toward the Unknown 
Unguarded Moment, The 
Utah Blaine 
Vagabond King, The 
Vitelloni (Italian 
Walk the Dark Street 
War and Peace 
We Are Ajl Murderers (French 
Wee Geordie (British 
Westward Ho the Wagons 
When Gangland Strikes 
White Squaw, The 
Wicked As They Come (British 
Wild Party, The ‘ 
Windfall in Athens (Greek 
Wings of Eagles, The 
Woman of Rome (Italian 
Woman's Devotion, A 
Written on the Wind 
Wrong Man, The 
Yang Kwei Fei (Japanese 
Yaqui Drums 
You Can't Run Away from 

It 
Young Guns, The 
Young Stranger, The 
Zarak 


paga nda-dr 


ici tirve ve 


the CR EH et dicates 
Annie Get Your Gun 
Nov. "50 
April in Paris (June ‘53 
Bend of the River (Aug. °52 
Big Sky, The (Feb. ‘53 
Broken Arrow (Jan. ‘51 
Buffalo Bill (Nov. '44 we 
Carson City (Nov. °52 we 
Cinderella (July ° 1M 
Crash Dive (Dec. '43 
Cyrano de Bergerac 
Dallas (July ‘51 
Distant Drums (July °52 
Guy Named Joe, A (Aug. ‘44 
High Noon (Dec. ‘52 
Ivanhoe (Jan. '53 
Killers, The (April '47 
Larceny (April '49 
Lusty Men, The (May ‘53 
Mister Roberts (Dec. '55 
One Minute to Zero (Feb. '53 
Rawhide (Sept. ‘51 
Rebecca (Di. June ‘40 
Rebel Without a Cause 
(June '56 
Shakedown (April ‘51 
Sleeping City, The (Jan. ‘51 
Spellbound (June ‘46 
Stratton Story, The (Nov. '49 
Streets of Laredo (Oct. '49 
Tall in the Saddle (July °45 
laproots (March ‘49 
Ten Tall Men (June ‘52 
Third Man, The (July '50 
Three Musketeers (May ‘49 
To the Ends of the Earth 
Sept. "48 
Iwo Years Before the Mast 
April '47 
Unconquered (June ‘48 
Walk A Crooked Mile (Apr. ° 
Whispering Smith (July '49 
Yearling, The (May ‘47 


June ‘51 
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them checked in advance At some time during the first year of use, the 
Institute buys a number of the products at random in the stores and has 
them tested by an independent laboratory to make sure that their charac 
stics conform to the declaration on the label The label of a quilt, 
example, gives the size, the name of the fiber used in the filling, the 
fact that the cover is rayon sateen, that it has good resistance to sun 
light and good resistance to asion, advice on how to clean, and the name 
of the manufacturer Activities of N are financed partly by the govern- 
ment, with contributions from various national organizations, and by the 
fees paid by business enterprises using the approved symbol The object is 
to secure uniform labeling so that consumers can make at least limited com- 
parisons among various brands, although there is no effort made to guaran- 
tee any particular standard of quality 


TREATMENT OF THE SWIFT-STRIKING CORONARY THROMBOSIS with the new anti- 
coagulant drugs is receiving increased support by physicians, although some 
have expressed reservations about their routine use In a symposium held 
in New York last year, one participant pointed out that the use of anti- 
coagulants has brought a considerable reduction in mortality, and others 
noted that the availability of vitamin K; has considerably reduced dangers 
from excessive anticoagulation One participating physician suggested that 
dietary treatment of patients who had recovered from coronary thrombosis 
by restricting the amount of cholesterol (present in all animal fats and 
Oils) in the diet might well greatly prolong their survival time 


‘ 


THE POPULARITY OF FILTER-TIP CIGARETTES has increased the amount of 
low-quality tobacco used and the prices paid for it The farmers are 
understandably delighted, but manufacturers are afraid they will have to 
raise prices on cigarettes According to The Wall Street Journal, burley 
tobacco, which accounts for about 25 percent of tobacco production, is 
heavier and stronger flavored than the light-colored flue-—cured tobacco 
formerly used in cigarettes In order to get flavor through the filter, it 
has been found necessary to mix the lower-grade leaf, that formerly went 
into pipe and chewing tobacco, with the finer buff-colored bottom leaves 
Crop controls hold down the amount of burley that may be raised, and the 
farmers have decided apparently that they like it that way in view of the 
increased demand and better returns 


. * . 


CHEMICAL WEED KILLERS will soon be in widespread use as the garden 
season arrives and flower beds require attention There are many kinds 
available, points out Marston H. Kimball, horticulturist at the University 
of California, Los Angeles, including soil sterilants, fumigants, contact 
sprays, and herbicides He warns that soil sterilants need to be applied 
with great care since leaching by rain carries the chemicals downward to 
roots of trees and shrubs which may pick up the toxic material and be dam- 
aged The effect of fumigants, however, is only temporary, and Mr. Kimball 
reports that no toxic materials from them remain in the soil Contact weed 
killers kill only the parts of the plant that are actually sprayed 


* > > 


FOR THAT BALD SPOT IN THE LAWN, try a strip of polyethyle: 
of the traditional gunny sack that is sometimes hard to come by Fir 
hoe and rake the soil; sow the seed, and pat the earth lightly over 
seed Spray the seedbed thoroughly and cover the soaked area with 
ethylene film, anchoring it down with roofing nails spaced about 
apart, pushed through a double edge of the material In a very win 
locality, it may be necessary to hold the film in place with rocks 
heat retained under the film will help the seeds germinate earlier: 
Sears Roebuck and Montgomery Ward carry polyethylene film by the yar 
a list of suppliers in various parts of the country may be obtained 
Spencer Chemical Company, Dwight Building, Kansas City 5, Missouri 


c ae 
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